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Passing of Electoral Act Amendment and Zimbabwe 

Human Rights Commission Bills highly commendable  

Cabinet has finally cleared the Portfolio Committee on Justice, Legal, Constitution-

al and Parliamentary Affairs to pass through Parliament the Electoral Act Amend-
ment Bill and Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission Bill next week as part of 

Global Political Agreement (GPA) reforms. 
 

The decision comes after some procrastination following disruptions of public 
hearings on the Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission Bill in July last year.  

 
Most of the Bills that passed through Parliament this year are part of the 23 Bills 

that were announced by President Mugabe while opening the Third Session of the 
Seventh Parliament of Zimbabwe, last year. The Bills have to be reintroduced in 

Parliament after they fell away when the Third Session lapsed. The Electoral 
Amendment Bill is a result of the Global Political Agreement (GPA) negotiations 

towards an election roadmap. Broadly speaking, it seeks to address electoral chal-
lenges that have caused disputes in the previous elections.  

 

Parties in the inclusive Government have been failing to agree on how the next 
election will be conducted which had resulted in differences that were stalling the 

Electoral Amendment Bill. 
 

The differences on the Bill are on the set up of polling stations, with Zanu-PF call-
ing for a voters’ roll based on a particular polling station. Changes in the country's 

electoral dispensation also remained in limbo as lawmakers haggled over such is-
sues as the Diaspora vote and a much-needed overhaul of the national voter reg-

ister.  
 

The Human Rights Commission Bill was gazetted on Friday 10th June 2011, a day 
before the SADC Extraordinary Summit on Zimbabwe in South Africa. Note: One 

of the Roadmap to Elections items agreed by the GPA political parties is the en-
actment of the Human Rights Commission Bill. There have been huge delays on 

this long awaited passing through of the Bill. A Human Rights Commission Bill was 

promised by President Mugabe when he opened the second session of the present 
Parliament in October 2009. The session came to an end in July 2010 without the 

Bill having been presented. The promise was repeated in  Mugabe’s speech during 
the opening of the present session in July 2010. The polls roadmap, including the 

two bills and draft constitution, are the three main outstanding GPA issues which 
would pave way for elections once implemented. Upon gazetting of the Human 

Rights Commission Bill, the Portfolio Committee on Justice, Legal, Constitutional 
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and Parliamentary Affairs embarked on countrywide public hearings to solicit pub-

lic input on the draft.  
 

Although the hearings were disrupted in some areas by evidently hired mobs, the 
committee still managed to gather evidence that it used to compile its report for 

tabling in the House. The proposed amendments to the Zimbabwe Human Rights 
Commission Bill currently being moved by the Justice minister Patrick Chinamasa 

is a good example of a Parliament being able to influence the content of legisla-
tion in a significant way through the relevant committees. 

  
The main reason why there has been slow progress on the law-making front is 

polarization in our Parliament or partisan approach to issues. This Parliament has 
been rocked by so much partisanship that some of us who work closely with law-

makers have become increasingly frustrated. Surely, there is no plausible reason 
why a compromise piece of legislation such as the private member bill on the no-

torious Public Order and Security Amendment Bill remains stuck in the Senate 

apart from narrow partisan interests.  
 

The spirit of the GPA is about promoting democratic values, human freedom and 
security of the person. One can safely say that there has been limited progress in 

that regard. Zimbabweans are still craving for a day that their civil, political, so-
cial and economic rights are fully promoted and protected. There is need to 

strengthen the necessary legal and policy framework to promote and protect the-
se rights.  
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State continues to persecute Abel Chikomo 

With their plans for a snap election apparently in tatters, the state with the aid of 

a partisan police force has clearly reverted to its tried and tested methods - vio-

lence and persecution of leading human rights organisations and individuals. 

 The latest incident is the charging of the executive director of the Zimbabwe Hu-

man Rights NGO Forum, Abel Chikomo for allegedly violating the Private Volun-

tary Organizations Act by running an 'illegal' organization. 

Charged under Section 6 (3) as read with subsection 1 of the Private Voluntary 

Organisations (PVO) Act, Chikomo received the summons on Tuesday 3 July 2012 

and the case has been set to go for trial on the 25th July 2012.  

The investigation and interrogation of Chikomo has been going on since the be-

ginning of February 2011. The police are alleging that he has been managing and 

controlling the operations of an illegal PVO. The police further allege that the Fo-

rum is required to register as a PVO before it can commence any of its activities 

as stipulated in its constitution. By directing the activities and instructing the staff 

of the Forum to perform such activities as well as raising resources for the Forum, 

the police allege that Mr Chikomo is knowingly acting in contravention of the PVO 

Act. 

The police charge has raised eyebrows within the NGO community as it comes 

barely two months after the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, 

Navi Pillay, visited Zimbabwe. This latest move by the police is a continuation of 

planned harassment, intimidation and clampdown against human rights defenders 

in Zimbabwe. 

The Forum is operating entirely in accordance with the laws of Zimbabwe and is 

registered as a common law association as provided for under the constitution, 

making it exempt from registration as a private voluntary organization.  The Fo-

rum is also recognised by the Parliament of Zimbabwe and on several occasions, 

the Forum has appeared before various committees of Parliament including the 

Thematic Committee on Human Rights, briefing the committee, on, among other 

things, the role of human rights NGOs and the promotion and protection of human 

rights. All these bodies would certainly not collaborate with an illegal entity. 

Such unlawful charges create uncertainty within civil society and directly impact 

on the operations of the affected individuals and their organizations. Activists 

spend a lot of time in courts diverting them from exercising their internationally 
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recognized right to promote and protect human rights under the UN Declaration 

on Human Rights Defenders. Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition calls on the Zimbabwe-

an government to end harassment and intimidation of human rights activists and 

opponents of the government through abuse of the law. The government must 

guarantee that human rights defenders can carry out their activities free of any 

hindrances and stop any kind of harassment - including at the judicial level - 

against human rights defenders.  
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Youth Forum : Initiatives on Peace among Youths Com-

mendable 

The recent initiatives by different players to bring peace and tolerance amongst 

young men and women of Zimbabwe is commendable as it is has been long over-

due and looks at addressing the issue on the main actors in this delinquent. This 

follows recent separate and independent efforts by Silveira House Jesuit Social 

Justice and Development Centre and the Zimbabwe Youth Council (ZYC) in Chi-

shawasha and Chinhoyi respectively to bring together youths from different politi-

cal ideologies to work together peacefully for the development of our country and 

above all, for the betterment of the youths of Zimbabwe. 

Silveira House Jesuit Social Justice and Development Centre last week facilitated a 

workshop for youths from different political parties on peace-building and conflict 

management which brought together 35 youth leaders from the country’s 10 

provinces. The training was conducted with the aim of capacitating youths to ap-

preciate and promote good leadership, peace-building and conflict management 

within and across the political divide. At the end of the workshop, youths from the 

countries different political parties showed solidarity in working together to bring 

peace and tolerance to their respective constituencies. 

Zimbabwe Youth Council also held a Peace Pact signing ceremony on 29 June 

2012 in Chinhoyi. In attendance were the Junior President and over 100 young 

people from all political parties along with their provincial youth leaders. On the 

ceremony was a unanimous agreement that peace was a necessity and young 

people needed not to be abused by senior politicians, instead young people must 

also take to stand as councillors and MPs.  The event saw the three parties sign-

ing a Peace Pact that will be distributed across the province, according to the ZYC 

website. 

These efforts are commendable and follow on efforts by other players like the 

Youth Forum, which also undertook efforts aimed at peace building, tolerance and 

reconciliation after the 2008 election violence. The successful Youth Forum pro-

gram saw youths from different political parties coming together and denouncing 

violence and promising to work together and differ peacefully. To date, partici-

pants in this program have never been involved in such heinous acts again. 

Such efforts needs to be followed by commitment to the same efforts from senior 

politicians who have been fingered in sponsoring this cancer in our society, allow-

ing the law enforcement agents and the courts of justice perform their duty in 
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stopping cases of politically motivated violence, candid undertaking by political par-

ties to internally deal with individuals involved in the violence as well as the econom-

ic empowerment of Zimbabwe’s young men and women as poverty has been proven 

to be a leading fuel for politically motivated violence. 

The Youth Forum, as a non-partisan youth organization, believes youths of Zimba-

bwe should realise that what unites us is bigger than that which divides us. Young 

people, regardless of political affiliation, face the same problems ranging from pov-

erty, marginalisation, exclusion from developmental processes, economic disenfran-

chisement down to deadly diseases and an unaffordable education system; it is the-

se problems that young people need to fight for their addressing in the different 

spaces they occupy in their different political parties, and not fight each other. 
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